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Project Overview
As Diversity, Equity and Inclusion become a key priority, a foundational element of accessibility is often glossed over and essential for the inclusion of persons with disabilities in society.  The products and services we purchase as an organization have a direct impact on the overall participation of the stakeholders. Considering the accessibility of new products and service and supply chain diversity, whether by the public, private, not-for-profit and small and medium enterprise, while procuring them, has the potential to drive and improve participation of persons with disabilities not only in employment and community, but also help in their economic inclusion.
Project Goals
· To understand current accessible and inclusive procurement and supply chain diversity models practiced by organizations in Canada.
· To identify gold standard practices, policies, and procedures within the Canadian public and private sectors
· To build evidence and provide recommendations for the development of standards in accessible procurement.
Major Accomplishments
· Completed the Literature Review and Environmental Scan of standards, policies, and legislations on international and national level.
· CNIB and some of our collaborators conducted Key informant interviews with procurement professionals' vendors/entrepreneurs with disabilities.
· Conducted Value-stream mapping exercises with Federal stakeholders.
· Ran a Co-design session with vendors/entrepreneurs with disabilities.
· Developed an industry survey for different stakeholders involved in procurement process.
Results 
The findings from the research have enabled the CNIB research team to develop recommendations aimed at standardizing accessible procurement practices across Canada. These recommendations will support the development of robust accessibility standards that ensure inclusive procurement processes, ultimately fostering an environment where individuals with disabilities can thrive professionally.
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