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CNIB Guide Dogs – Dog Swimming Policy 
Disclaimer
© 2025 Canadian National Institute for the Blind. All rights reserved. This material is protected by copyright laws. Permission to use this publication is granted strictly for to licensed trainers of CNIB. No part of this publication may be modified, translated, reproduced, publicly displayed, stored in a retrieval system, uploaded to a website, or be distributed or transmitted in any form by any means whatsoever, whether electronic, mechanical, recording, or otherwise, without the explicit written authorization of the Canadian National Institute for the Blind. Modification, translation, reproduction, public display, transmission, or distribution of this publication, in whole or part, is a violation of copyright and may result in legal action.

Dog Swimming Policy for CNIB Guide Dogs
Labrador and Golden Retrievers can naturally be drawn to bodies of water and can enjoy swimming. Some dogs can become obsessed with swimming if they’ve had the opportunity to do so in the past. This can cause difficulty handling these dogs when in the presence of potential swimming areas, i.e. lakes, rivers, pools. In turn, this could cause potential safety concerns for guide dog handlers depending on their specific work environments. It is not advised to allow puppies in the puppy raising program, or dogs in formal training, to swim. 

Paddling in shallow water while on a long leash can be allowed on occasion, and it’s recommended to rinse clean and thoroughly dry the dog afterwards.

There are risks associated with allowing guide dogs or dogs in training the option to swim. Health related risks include the following: 
· Drowning, due to exhaustion, inhaling water into lungs, etc.
· Water intoxication, due to swallowing too much water.
· Saltwater poisoning
· Water born illnesses (Leptospirosis, Giardiasis, Pythiosis, 
· Hypothermia from cold water
· Dangerous water dwellers (snapping turtles, leeches, snakes)
· Harmful algae blooms (Blue-Green algae, Red Tides)
· Rip currents
· Fishing gear
· Parasites
· Ear infections
· Hot spots
Source: https://www.preventivevet.com/dogs/swimming-safety-rivers-lakes-oceans

If you have any further questions regarding dogs swimming/paddling; volunteers, please speak with the staff at CNIB Guide Dogs. For CNIB staff, please contact your manager or the Director, Guide Dog Training & Apprenticeships.
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