


Litigation Grants – Funding Considerations
CNIB is committed to breaking down barriers and to providing greater access to justice for people who are blind, Deafblind or have low vision across Canada. In keeping with this commitment, CNIB will consider funding matters that meet the funding objectives set out below:
· Align with CNIB’s Strategic Plan, The Way Forward;
· Significantly impact CNIB participants and other people in Canada who are blind, Deafblind or have low vision (i.e., inequity or human rights violations related to blindness);
· Impact an issue beyond the interests of the individual who is the subject of the litigation; and 
· Would be unlikely to proceed without the support of CNIB. 
Please note that even if your matter aligns with funding considerations and meets the abovementioned objectives, each matter will be subject to a careful review process and funding is not guaranteed. 
Funding Considerations
General 
Is the Applicant blind, Deafblind or have low vision?
· Does the matter relate to inequity or a human rights violation that is at least partly due to sight loss or Deafblindness?  
Community Impact
· Does the matter further an issue beyond the interests of the individual?
· Does the matter raise a new issue that has not been previously litigated?
· Will the case resolve a number of existing or potential matters that raise the same issues? 
· If successful, will the matter enhance the rights of people who are blind, Deafblind or have low vision?
· If successful, will the matter create a precedent?
Merit
· Is the matter likely to succeed? When determining the answer to this question, consideration will be given to the following additional questions:
· Are the facts of the case clear?
· Has the Applicant made their concerns/needs known to the prospective responding party (e.g., accommodation request)?
· Has the Applicant attempted to resolve the matter through any other means (e.g. internal complaint process)?
· Has a legal opinion been given?
· Is the proposed legal argument fully developed?
· If the Applicant is represented by legal counsel, are the skills, experience and resources of the lawyer adequate?
Alternative Options
· Is bringing the issue before a Tribunal, Board, Adjudicator or Court the most effective and efficient use of resources?
· Are there options other than litigation available?
Financial Considerations
· Has the Applicant applied for monetary support/legal representation through any other organizations? If so, what was the outcome of the application and the reasons for the outcome?
· Have any pro bono contributions been secured? Are there other sources of funding or support which can be secured from other organizations?

What is the estimated cost of the case, including research, preparation, drafting of legal documents, disbursements, and litigation?

Is the estimated budget reasonable for this type of proceeding?
Other Considerations
· Does the matter align with CNIB’s strategic plan, The Way Forward?
· Is the matter being brought in a province where fewer publicly funded legal services exist (i.e., Newfoundland and Labrador, New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island)?
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