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Reconnecting with I-M-ABLE – Braille Literacy Education for Students with Diverse Profiles
Presented by Dr. Diane Wormsley 
Join us for a summer camp focused on braille literacy education for all! The Individualized Meaning-Centered Approach to Braille Literacy Education (I-M-ABLE). Since its publication in 2016, the I-M-ABLE approach has opened a world of possibilities for blind and low vision learners.  We’ll be joined by Dr. Diane Wormsley, author of two books describing the approach, including the definitive manual published by APH Press. Dr. Wormsley will be leading a two-day workshop, complimented by short presentations and sharing from TSVIs from across Canada on their experiences of implementing I-M-ABLE with students. 
The workshop will include information about the theory and rationale for using I-M-ABLE with students or clients who are having difficulty with traditional approaches to braille literacy. Differences between braille and print readers and the media of print or braille will be demonstrated, as well as the difference between this approach and more traditional approaches. Upon successful completion of this mini-course, participants should be able to identify students who might benefit from I-M-ABLE as an approach to teaching braille reading.  Participants will be able to assess a student and determine what types of early literacy learning or braille instruction the student has had experience with, and the learning situation in which the teaching will occur. 
Participants will be able to familiarize themselves with student needs, and with the important people, things, and events in their students’ lives. They will be able to use this knowledge to develop a list of potential key vocabulary words to use in beginning braille instruction with the student and will develop the record keeping forms and filing system required to begin teaching braille to their student/client using I-M-ABLE

Given this intensive summer camp format, Dr. Wormsley will also take participants from the initial steps of working in the I-M-ABLE approach to including additional vocabulary words, expanding their student’s vocabulary, writing meaningful stories using Key Vocabulary Words, incorporating writing mechanics, collaborating with student to write simple stories for them to read, using key vocabulary words to teach phonics, letter recognition, and contractions, and helping students read fluently.  They will also be able to utilize their lesson plans and assessment forms for progress monitoring of student learning.
Join us for this unique summer camp experience! Reconnect with a key instructional approach in our field delivered by a world-renowned expert. Also, since its camp, we’ll have fun activities and lots of opportunity to hang out with colleagues and new/old friends. 
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