TD Summer Reading Club 2011

Splash: Celebrate Summer!
Guide to Activities at the CNIB Library
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Club Intro

Did you know…

· About two thirds of the earth’s surface is covered by water
· Canada has more lakes and inland waters than any other country in the world
· About 75% of the human body is made up of water
· Water is an essential part of the earth’s ecosystem
But we’re not just celebrating water this summer, we’re celebrating summer itself: camping, ice cream, sports, BBQs and even mosquitoes. And, for most kids, maybe most importantly of all: a break from school! 
Read books and do any of the activities described in this Guide and earn points for prizes – for yourself and your team (crew). How do you know which crew you’re on? Keep reading!
For every five points you earn, we’ll send you a prize in the mail. We’ll keep track of your points – all you have to do is participate! 

Plus we’ll be having a special prize draw at the end of the summer. The more points you earn, the better your chances of winning our grand prize! 
Remember, every point you earn also gets counted for your crew. Your participation might mean your crew is named as the winning team at the end of the summer!
There are five different crews for this year’s Club. The name of your crew and watercraft is on one of two stickers that you’ll find in your Kit. 

Here’s a list of the five crews:
Crew: Puddle jumpers

Watercraft: Hovercraft
Crew: Tidepool surfers
Watercraft: Yacht
Crew: Fjord fishers
Watercraft: Catamaran
Crew: Lagoon divers
Watercraft: Runabout
Crew: Swamp cruisers
Watercraft: Submarine
Kit Contents

1. Splash! CDs
There are three CDs in your Kit: 
- an audio recording of the Guide to Activities
- an audio recording of the Book Lists
- CD collection of three DAISY books

(the Guide to Activities and Book Lists are available in contracted or uncontracted braille, on request)
2. Free DAISY books
We’re including three complete DAISY audio books all on one CD in this Kit! Don’t have a DAISY player yet? You can download DAISY software to your computer or contact your local CNIB office or public library to find out how to get a DAISY player.

Books included on the enclosed DAISY CD:

For kids up to 7 years old

A salmon for Simon

Simon has always wanted to catch a salmon. When an eagle accidentally drops one into a tidal pool, Simon is torn between sympathy for the fish and the desire to catch something of his own.

For kids 8-12 years old

Summer reading is killing me
Summer vacation is supposed to mean no more reading. But Fred, Sam, and Joe all have to read four books during the summer. Unfortunately Joe has put their reading list inside The Book his uncle gave him for his birthday. Opening it means trouble. Suddenly the boys finds themselves in a world gone "terribly, mixed-uply, summer-reading-listly wrong."

For kids 13-16 years old

The crystal drop
Drought and the hole in the sky have destroyed Megan and Ian's world. They are alone now, except for an uncle who lives far away. Together they embark on the journey to find him, travelling through a dangerous world with one souvenir from home – the crystal drop, a promise of water.

QUICK TIPS:

· This CD is yours to keep, but any other CDs you get from the library do have to be returned

· If you read one or more of these titles, don’t forget to add them to your list of books read this summer!

3. Water Bottle
This flat piece of plastic is a water bottle? How does that work? Go ahead, unscrew the lid and fill it with water. It’ll expand as you fill it. When it’s empty, it’s flat enough to fit in your back pocket. Just try that with a regular empty water bottle! Or use the hinged metal clip to attach it to your backpack. This flat, foldable bottle is BPA free and holds up to 20 oz. of delicious, refreshing water. With proper cleaning it can be used over and over again. Hand wash (dishwasher not recommended). Drinking lots of water is especially important in the summer. Stay hydrated and stay healthy! This water bottle has the CNIB logo printed on it.
4. Treasure Chest 
The treasure chest you’re going to put together is designed to look like it’s made out of old wooden planks. It has shiny brass trim, handles on each side and a big lock on the front! 
Everything you need is in your Kit; follow these instructions (the box and lid are made from the same piece of cardboard). 
1. Find the piece of cardboard in your Kit that is about the size of a birthday card. One part of the cardboard has a rounded edge – hold that in your left hand. 
2. With your right hand, find the section of cardboard that you can flip up. Flip it up and feel for the lines that run across this piece. Starting at the top, bend the cardboard toward you, along the first six lines. This will become the curved lid of your treasure chest.
3. Now you need to build the box part of your treasure chest. Along the bottom edge of the cardboard, you should be able to feel a gap between two sections of cardboard. Stick your thumbs in this gap and gently move your hands towards each other. As you push your hands together you’ll feel the cardboard pop up, moving into the shape of a box. 
4. Reach into the box from the top and push down the bottom pieces from the inside. 
5. Find the tab on the front of the lid near the edge. Gently push the tab with your thumb. This is the latch that will help you keep your treasure chest closed.
6. To close your treasure chest, use one hand to find the slot in the middle on the front of the box. With the other hand, pull the curved lid down, lining it up with the curved pieces on either side of the box. Keeping the front of the lid on the outside of the box, line up the lid tab with the box slot. Insert the tab into the slot and your treasure chest is closed!
Now your treasure chest is ready to decorate and fill up with treasure and memories. If you collect so much that it overflows, we’ve also included tips for building a bigger treasure chest in the ‘Crafts’ section of this Guide.
5. Stickers
There are two stickers in your Kit. One is a tactile seahorse and the other is a print-braille label that tells you the name of your crew. Stick these on your treasure chest. That way you’ll never forget the name of your team!
Participate Online

To participate in the Club online, go to the CNIB Library Children’s Discovery Portal: www.cnib.ca/cdlkids
On the home page (which you can surf as a guest), you’ll find out which crew is in the lead, links to email your book reports or book log, and reminders about activities like our Treasure Hunt, and access book lists.
Kids who are 14 or younger can login to visit the Games, Chat and Speak Out pages. 

If you want a username, password and nickname, be sure to contact the Library.
For a video tour of the CNIB Digital Library and Children’s Discovery Portal, go to: www.cnib.ca/cdldemo
Prizes

For every five points you earn, we’ll send you a prize in the mail. We’ll be having a special prize draw at the end of the summer. The more points you earn, the better your chances of winning our grand prize! Plus, every point you earn puts your crew closer to being named the winning team at the end of the summer! 
Don’t worry about keeping track of your points – we’ll do that for you. All you have to do is participate!

How to Earn Points

There are lots of different activities you can do to earn points. Some of the activities involve reading. The Book Lists has suggestions for books; they’re divided into different age groups. Remember, these are just suggestions! Read any books you like this summer.
Book Reports

Read any book or story and then tell us what it was about and why you liked or disliked it. Send these to the CNIB Library as you do them, or send them in at the end of the summer. You can even send your reports by email, or call KidsLine and leave them on voicemail. A sentence or two is OK for younger kids…but if you’re older your report should be a little longer.
Points: Earn two points for each book report
Book Log
Keep track of all the books and stories you read this summer! Send in the list at the end of the summer. It doesn’t matter how many books you read, even if you only read a few. And remember, you can read any book on any topic, in any format (braille, audio, etc.). If you have someone reading stories out loud to you, be sure to include those too!
Points: Earn five points for your end-of-summer book log.
QUICK TIP:

- Go to www.cnib.ca/cdlkids to submit your book reports and book log from the ‘What’s Up?’ section of the Children’s Discovery Portal home page
Mystery Questions
Call KidsLine for the weekly Mystery Question. Or, if you are 14 or younger, login to the Children’s Discovery Portal and visit the ‘Speak Out’ page.
There is a brand new question every Monday.

Points: Earn one point for each question you answer.
QUICK TIP: 
· All of the answers to the Mystery Questions can be found somewhere in the Book Lists
· Remember, if you don’t know the answer right away, you can always call back or login again, after you’ve had a chance to look up the answer
Chat Room

Kids 14 or younger can login to the Children’s Discovery Portal to participate in chats! Our Chat Rooms are text-based, fully moderated and kids use nicknames, not real names. Check the schedule on the Chat page to find out when the chat is open this summer.

Points: Earn one point for every Chat you attend.

QUICK TIP:

- Chat is a perfect opportunity for you to connect with other kids in your crew
Participating at your public library
Many public libraries offer the TD Summer Reading Club too. Did you know that you can visit your local library and participate in crafts and activities there? Call or drop by your local branch to find out! You can also find online activities for the TD Summer Reading Club at: http://tdsrc.torontopubliclibrary.ca/ 
Points: Earn one point for each activity you do at your public library or online. Just call or email us to let us know the name of your library and what you did.
Treasure Hunt

Answer as many of these questions as you like, as often as you like, any time this summer. Contact the CNIB Library with your answers (by phone, email, fax or regular mail)

Points: Earn one point for each question you answer. 
1. Decorate your treasure chest and describe it to us (or you can send us a picture!)

2. Have you been crafting? Tell us about one of the crafts you do this summer – it could be one of the crafts described in this Guide, or it could be a different one. You could even send us a picture of your craft…or send us a craft you made and we’ll display it at the Library (if you send us something, remember we won’t be able to return it to you!)
3. Each crew name mentions a kind of body of water (swamp, fjord, tidepool, lagoon, puddle). Pick one (or more!) and tell us something interesting about it.

4. Each crew is assigned a type of watercraft (yacht, hovercraft, catamaran, runabout, submarine). Pick one (or more!) and tell us something interesting about it.
5. Do you know any tips for staying safe around water – the pool or the beach or even the bathtub?
6. Tell us a way to conserve water at home – in the bathroom, kitchen or outside.
7. Find an interesting natural object like a shell or rock and put it in your treasure chest. Let us know where you found it, and why you like it.

8. Tell us where you use your water bottle this summer. Do you use it camping, or when you’re playing soccer or…?
9. Tell us about your favourite water creature (it could be a type of real fish or an imaginary creature like a mermaid!) 
10. If you go somewhere special this summer, bring back something small enough to fit in your treasure chest, to remind you of the fun you had! Write a story or poem about your adventure.
QUICK TIP:

· The ‘What’s Up’ section of the Children’s Discovery Portal home page will include reminders of these Treasure Hunt questions, and provide a quick link for you to submit your answers!
Crafts
Be sure to ask for help if you need it, with any cutting, taping, painting or gluing!
Treasure Chest

We’ve supplied what you’ll need to build a tiny treasure chest. To make a bigger one, find an empty cardboard box with a lid. Shoeboxes are especially good for this craft!
These aren’t step-by-step instructions, but here are some tips for making a great treasure chest. 
· If your lid isn’t already attached to your box (with a hinge) you may want to use strong tape to attach it – put  the tape on the inside of the box and the underside of the lid so you can easily flip it open and closed (the tape won’t show on the outside of the box when it’s shut)
· Paint your box, or tape or glue construction paper, plain or fancy wrapping paper to cover it – or you can make a collage of pictures that you’ve cut out of magazines 
· Glue small objects to the outside of your box: buttons, shells, glitter glue, stickers, fabric, fur, yarn, ribbon, puffy paint, stencils, stamps, beads, pressed leaves or flowers, foam shapes and letters, pictures, even uncooked pasta!
· Your treasure chest can be as plain or as fancy as you want – it’s a place for you to keep all of your secret, favourite things!
Tactile Starfish
For this craft you’ll need a piece of paper, watercolour paint, a paintbrush and a handful of clean sand. You may also try this craft using glue instead of paint, but you’ll need to use something like a popsicle stick to spread your glue evenly. Be sure to do this craft over a piece of newspaper so you don’t make a mess.
1. Paint a star shape on a piece of paper. Fill in the entire shape of the star with paint.
2. While the paint is still wet, sprinkle sand over your paper, in the areas that you painted. The sand will stick to the wet paint as it dries. 

3. Let the paint dry overnight and then gently shake the extra sand off your paper, into the garbage.

4. Show off your tactile starfish that feels almost like the real thing!
Recipes

Be sure to wash your hands and ask for help (if you need it) using any kitchen tools like knives or the microwave
River of fish
You’ll need: celery stalks, cream cheese, goldfish crackers (blue food colouring optional, if you want to make the cream cheese look like water)

1. Wash and pat dry the celery stalks. 
2. Fill with cream cheese. 
3. Press goldfish crackers into the cream cheese, like they’re swimming up the river.

Go Fishing

Another thing you can do with celery stalks, cream cheese, and goldfish crackers is to ‘go fishing’. Dip an end of the celery into cream cheese then touch it to a goldfish cracker to ‘catch’ the fish!
Frozen Chocolate Bananas Pops
You’ll need: bananas, clean popsicle sticks, semi-sweet chocolate (optional: nuts, coconut, granola or sprinkles)
1. Peel bananas and cut into 5-7 cm chunks. Insert a popsicle stick into each banana piece. Put them on an aluminum foil lined baking sheet. Put them (uncovered) into the freezer for at least 30 minutes.

2. Melt semisweet chocolate in a microwave safe bowl. Use a low power setting (50%) on the microwave and set the timer for 30 seconds at a time. Every 30 seconds, open the microwave and stir the chocolate. To melt 8 ounces of chocolate will take a total of about 3 minutes. Stop heating the chocolate when most (but not all) of it is melted – otherwise you may burn the chocolate. Stir lumpy, mostly melted chocolate until it’s smooth.
3. With a spatula, generously spread chocolate over the frozen banana pieces. The chocolate will become firm as it is spread and begins to cool.
4. Optional: Before the chocolate is too firm, roll your banana piece in nuts, coconut, granola or sprinkles. You’ll need to work quickly, so have your extra ingredients ready before you start.
5. Eat banana pops immediately or wrap each piece in aluminum foil and store in the freezer (for up to about a week).
Games

Ice Cube Relay
This is a great game to play outside, on a hot, sunny day when you want to cool off.
For this game you’ll need some friends and some ice cubes. You can play with just two people but it will work better with at least four. Divide your group into two teams the same size. Give each team an ice cube (make sure the ice cubes are approximately the same size to start!) 

The Goal: Each team races to try and melt their ice cube before the other team. 
How to play: The first person holds and rubs their team’s ice cube until their hands get too cold. Then they pass it to the next person on their team, and so on, until the ice cube melts. Whichever team melts their ice cube first, wins!
Kitchen Sink Ocean

Rainy day? Fill your kitchen sink half-full of water and add toy boats, plastic figurines, and assorted bath toys. You can even add plants like a lettuce leaf, to see what happens. Use your imagination! 
Or, conduct an experiment with household objects to find out if they sink or float. Keep track and then challenge people you know. Can they predict which objects will sink or float?
Keep a towel handy to mop up any water splashed on the kitchen counter or floor. Or, a water activity table can be set up outside by using a shallow plastic tub filled with a few inches of water.
Dreadnought
You can play a specially designed accessible version of Battleship on the Children’s Discovery Portal at www.cnib.ca/cdlkids! It’s called Dreadnought: A Game of Skill and Cunning on the High Sea!
Anyone can play ‘single player’ Dreadnought (against the computer) as long as they login with a username and password. If you’re 14 or younger, you can also challenge other kids to play (go to the ‘Challenge Room’).
If you’re checking this game out for the first time, be sure to read the Instructions (find the link on the ‘Dreadnought’ page) before you play!

Call or email us today to get a username, password and nickname for the Children’s Discovery Portal.
Websites

Here are some websites and online articles about water safety that we thought you and your family might enjoy while you’re surfing the internet.

Swimming and water safety: sign up for Red Cross swimming and water safety lessons in your community
http://www.redcross.ca/article.asp?id=670&tid=021
Making Waves

Affordable and accessible one on one swimming instruction 
to children with special needs 

http://www.makingwavescanada.org/get-involved/list-of-chapters
Swimming with a blind or visually impaired child 

Looking for an inexpensive, fun and physical family activity, a mom writes about introducing her 5 year old daughter (albinism and photophobia) to the pool and the joys of swimming!

http://www.wonderbaby.org/articles/swimming.html
So dad, when can I go surfing?

A blind six year-old boy watches the Disney movie ‘Lilo & Stitch’, reads the audio book… and then convinces his dad to sign him up for surfing lessons.

http://www.wonderbaby.org/articles/surfing.html
Swimming for children who are blind or have low vision

Teaching strategies, plus important tips and adaptations to make the pool a fun and safe experience for kids who are blind, have low vision, or multiple impairments. 

http://www.visionaustralia.org/info.aspx?page=1489
Tips for Better Library Service
Send your books back right away
Be sure to send back library materials as soon as you’re done with them. Even though DAISY audio books on CD have your name and address printed on them, they still belong to the library and must be returned. Receiving PrintBraille, braille or videos? Other kids want to read the same books and watch the same movies that you do. Hanging on to library materials past the due date slows down your service and keeps others waiting. Returning library materials as quickly as possible helps us to provide better service!
Keep your information up to date

If you don’t like the kind of books you’re getting, or are getting books that are too easy or too hard for you, let us know! We don’t automatically change your reading level as you get older, so if you’re going into high school and want us to stop sending books about Curious George or Clifford the Big Red Dog, please let us know so we can update your library information.
How to Contact Us

One of the best ways to stay up-to-date with the TD Summer Reading Club through the CNIB Library is by email. Make sure we have your email address and we’ll send you updates and reminders about the Club! 

If you need to contact the CNIB Library:
· to request books or make changes to your service

· to participate in Club activities

· to request a username, password or nickname or to ask questions about the Children’s Discovery Portal or the CNIB Digital Library

Phone: 1-800-268-8818. If a real person answers, ask for KidsLine. If you reach our answering machine, press 1 for ‘English’ and then 3 for ‘KidsLine’. 
Fax: 416-480-7700 (Attention: CNIB Library – TD Summer Reading Club)

Email: kids@cnib.ca
Mail:
CNIB Library

TD Summer Reading Club

1929 Bayiew Ave.

Toronto, ON

M4G 3E8
Online

Remember, you can also contact us and participate through the Children’s Discovery Portal (www.cnib.ca/cdlkids)

· send us your book reports and book logs

· answer Treasure Hunt and Mystery questions

· play games and participate in the Chat
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