
Introduction to CNIB Library Services

Are you having difficulty reading print and looking for new ways to read?

The CNIB Library offers Canadians with print disabilities new ways to read, learn and be informed.

The same books, magazines and newspapers you’d find in your community library, the same things your friends and family are reading and talking about, are available for you in formats including audio, electronic text, and braille. 

Our services are free and easy to use. We offer them in both French and English.
Keep listening to discover what the CNIB Library has for you and how to sign up.

What does the CNIB Library have for you?

Whether you love to read or just want to check the sports scores, the CNIB Library has something for you. 

Audio books are the most popular format. You can get them on CD or online. Here’s a sample from the bestselling Book of Negroes by Lawrence Hill: 
“No matter the time of life or the continent, the pungent, liberating smell of mint tea has always brought me back to my childhood in Bayo.”
You can also get an audio magazine subscription. Every month, we’ll send you a CD with several popular Canadian magazines such as Readers Digest and Macleans in audio, or you can listen online through the CNIB Digital Library. 

We have many more magazines and newspapers online in e-text. Here’s a sample from “National Geographic Adventure”. It’s read out loud by a computer program: 

“The challenges were daunting, says Pete Athens of scaling a set of crumbling cliffs, more mud than rock, for the benefit of science. At times we were climbing what looked like overhanging drip sand castles.”

Our audio books and magazines on CD are in a special format called DAISY. DAISY lets you read a book from start to finish by just pressing play, but you can also skip from section to section, use bookmarks and look things up in the index. Just imagine trying to find the recipe for chocolate mousse in a cookbook without DAISY! 

If you choose to get audio books and magazines on CD, you’ll need a DAISY player or software. Your public library, CNIB office or rehabilitation centre can tell you more about DAISY player or software options. 

We also have a wide variety of books and magazines in braille and electronic braille, and a collection of braille music scores.

Many people enjoy our descriptive movies, which come with extra audio that describes the setting and actions during pauses in the dialogue.

For families with young children, we have popular picture books such as Love you forever, with braille added. We also have touch and feel books that teach tactile reading skills, which help many kids use maps and diagrams in school. 

Kids between 6 and 14 have access to the Children’s Discovery Portal online, where we explore cool themes such as “Strange Sports,” interact with moderated chat and polls, and offer homework help. Kids and teens also love to join our summer reading club and write stories for our braille writing contest. 

CNIB Library service is convenient. You can search and browse for materials online in the CNIB Digital Library. If you don’t use a computer, our Reader Services team will help you by phone. Books and other materials are delivered online, by mail to your home, or to your public library, depending on the options you choose and the services funded in your area.  

No matter what you want to read or how you want to read it, the CNIB Library has something that’s right for you, and it’s easy to get started.

How to sign up

You can sign up for CNIB Library service through your local public library if you live in a province that funds this service. 

Contact your local public library to find out if it provides access to the CNIB Library collection and if it has its own collection of audio, large print books and online resources. Your public library can help you access the information you need in a format you can use. 

If you are blind or partially sighted, you may choose to receive library service directly from the CNIB Library, no matter where you live in Canada. We’ll either mail the books and other materials you want to your home or you can download them from the CNIB Digital Library.

If you already receive other CNIB services, you can sign up for library service by calling Reader Services toll free at 1-800-268-8818 or send an email to reader.services@cnib.ca.  

If you do not receive other CNIB services, contact your local CNIB office and ask for a referral to the library. You can find your nearest office by calling CNIB toll free at 1-800-563-2642 or sending an email to info@cnib.ca. 

Whichever service option you choose, we look forward to serving you soon.  

This introduction to CNIB Library services was recorded in June 2010.
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