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The CNIB has joined forces with the Northern Diabetes Health Network to help people in remote communities have access to screening and education about diabetes, a disease which can lead to major eye conditions. 

Beginning this spring, the CNIB Eye Van -- which visits 30 remote communities in Northern Ontario -- will offer diabetes screening and education. 

We really feel this is a melding of two very important initiatives," said Susan Griffis, chief executive officer of the diabetes network. "We've been seeing a lot of success with the initiative." 

The partnership began in Englehart on March 15 during a week-long visit by the eye van. The van is staffed by a rotating team of 25 visiting ophthalmologists and two CNIB ophthalmic assistants. The van provides vision screening, treatments and minor surgery to an average of 5,000 people every season. 

Registered nurse Joanne Potter, a certified diabetes educator, was with the eye van in Englehart in March. About 73% of the people who came to see the eye van staff also visited the diabetes network staff onsite. 

"We did some risk assessment. We asked people their risk factors to see if they were at a high risk for developing diabetes," Potter said. 

About 40% of the people they saw in Englehart had diabetes. Most of the others were at risk of having or developing the disease. 

A lot of people who are just being seen by the CNIB for whatever eye complication are likely at risk of getting diabetes. 

"A lot of those people just never got tested, don't have a family physician or just never went to the diabetes education centre," Potter said. "Now they will have access to the services they need, so it's really great." 

The Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care is funding the initiative. 

"The Ontario Diabetes Strategy is about the full continuum of diabetes ... from those who are just at risk right through to some of the very severe and debilitating consequences including loss of vision," said Dr. Joshua Tepper, assistant deputy minister, human health resources strategy division. 

Tepper was in Sudbury on Thursday for the launch of the new partnership. 

The eye van will visit communities such as Little Current, Gore Bay, Mindemoya, Wikwemikong, Elliot Lake, Wawa, Chapleau, Kapuskasing, Hearst, Atikokan and Fort Frances this spring, summer and fall. 

For more about the Northern Diabetes Health Network, visit www.ndhn.com. 
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