Eye Van visits rural communities to test, treat, and educate
 
Susan Griffis, CEO, Northern Diabetes Health Network (left), Monique Pilkington, Manager Ontario Medical Mobile Eye Care Unit and Dr. Joshua Tepper, assistant Deputy Minister, Health Human Resources Strategy Division, Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care took part in the official launch of the new Diabetes Education and Screening Collaborative for northern Ontario residents as part of the Ontario Diabetes Strategy. Photo by Marg Seregelyi
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Staff treat eye conditions, test for diabetes

By: Sudbury Northern Life Staff

The Northern Diabetes Health Network (NDHN) and CNIB launched its new Diabetes Education and Screening Collaborative, part of the Ontario Diabetes strategy, during the NDHN conference on April 29.

During the conference, the NDHN and CNIB spoke about the CNIB Eye Van, and its tour through northern Ontario. The van visits 30 remote communities as it travels over 6,000 km each year. The van is staffed by a team of 25 visiting ophthalmologists and two CNIB ophthalmic assistants. The team rotates through the summer as the van travels.

The van's staff provides vision screening, treatments, and minor surgery to about 5,000 people each season. According to information provided by CNIB, 90 per cent of the patients screened during the Eye Van season are identified with conditions or issues which could cause serious vision loss if left untreated.

"We are delighted to be able to support this outstanding collaboration between CNIB and NDHN," Joshua Tepper, a representative from the health human resources strategy division of the Ministry of Health and Long Term Care, said in a press release.

"People who have diabetes have an elevated risk of developing major eye conditions such as diabetic retinopathy and glaucoma. Together, we can increase awareness in rural areas."

The tour of the north began on March 15, and access to diabetes screening and education in the rural communities the van visits have increased through NDHN member programs.

"During the first five weeks of the enhanced CNIB/NDHN collaborative this year, 412 people or 57 per cent of Eye Van patients were assessed for diabetes," Susan Griffis, CEO of NDHN, revealed. "Of those assessed, 43 per cent were found to have diabetes, and another 45 per cent were at risk of developing diabetes."

For more information, visit www.cnib.ca/eyevan or www.ndhn.com.
